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The Mighty G OD diſplays his ruling Hand, | 


The Frame of Nature ſhakes. at his Command. 
Ye Sons of Men be warn'd, attend the Call; ' 
Nor longer ſooth your Pride, when mighty Kingdoms fall. | 
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Nuss XVI. 34. 
Le the Earth fwallow' us up alſo. 


K 
tc 


cc 


ments. 


VI E cannot be guilty of a greater 
1 10 Act of Uncharitableneſs, ſays a 


C4 
& * 


. juſtly admired Writer, than to 
interpret the Afflictions which befall our 
Neighbours, as Puniſhments and Judg- 
It aggravates the Evil to him 
that ſuffers, when he looks upon himſelf 
as the Mark of divine Vengeance, and a- 
bates the Compaſſion of thoſe towards him, 


who regard him in ſo dreadful a Light. 


This Humour of turning every Misfortune 
into a Fudgment, ſays he, proceeds. from 
wrong Notions of Religion, which, in its 
own Nature, produces Good-will towards 


Men, and puts the mildeſt Conſtruction 


upon every Accident that befalls them.” 


Further on, the ſame Author ſays, © We are 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


c 


* 


all ſubject to the ſame Accidents; and when 
we ſee any one of the Species under any 
particular Oppreſſion, we ſhould look upon 
it as ariſing from the common Lot of = 
man Nature, rather than from the Guilt 


of the Perſon who ſuffers.” * But, fo 


apt are Mankind to entertain a good Opinion 
of themſelves, that, - notwithſtanding the 
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Uncharitableneſs and Unreaſonableneſs of ſuch 
a Concluſion; they frequently aſcribe their 
own . Preſervition, to their ſuperior Virtue 
and the Calamities of others, to greater 
Wickedneſs.— This has been the Difſpok- 
tion of Mankind in former Days, as we learn, 
particularly from Lule xiii. 1. and the follows 
g Verſes. Some among thoſe who attended 
upon our Saviour, took Notice to him of the 
unhappy Fate of the Galileans, whoſe Blood 
Pilate had mingled with their Sacrifices: He, 
well knowing the Concluſion they inferred, 
replied, Think e that theſe Galileans were Sin- 
ners above all he Galileans ,becauſe they ſuffered 
fuch Things? I tell you, nay ; but except ye re- 
ent, ye ſhall all litewiſe periſh. In order 
to ſet his Hearers right in this Matter, our 
Lord himſelf introduces the Caſe of thoſe who 
had been ſlain by the falling of the Tower of 
Stham : This Inſtance, in ſome reſpects, 
ſeemed more to the Purpoſe than the other, 
as there was no human Interpoſition attend 
the Death of theſe ; and therefore it Ae 
to Men more providential than that of the 
Galiltans, who were deſtroyed by Pilate. In 
this Caſe alſo, our Saviour Tag: T tell you, nay; 
except ye repent, 0 ſhall all likewiſe periſh.— 
From hence we learn, not to apply a Cenſure 
of greater Guilt, to thoſe who may remark- 
ably ſuffer, or even come to a miſerable End; 
not to be Self-righteous, and condemn others; 
but rather impreſs upon our own Minds, a 
F | lively 


TS 
lively Senſe of the divine Goodneſs in our Pre- 
ſervation, when others are deſtroyed and 
attend to the Caution here given, that except 
we repent, we ſhall all ifewiſe periſh-—[16 is 
certain that there have been,. and ſtill may be, 
Inſtances of divine exemplary ani ; 
but with the utmoſt Caution ought, we to 
ng ourſelves, upon ſuch awful Subjects, 
It by no Means becomes us, to determine 
the inſcrutable Deſigns and Dil nations 
of Heaven: All we ü ſafely 28 rm about 
ſuch Things, and indeed reſt aſſured of, is, 
that every Diſpenſation of Providence, whether 
re N others or ourſelves, is directed by 

ite Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; and is, in 
the beſt Manner, calculated to promote the 
greateſt Sum of Happineſs, 

The Death of Korah, Dathan, As, 
and their Adherents, is an Inſtance of a re- 
markable Judgment befalling heinous Offen- 
ders; and there are ſeveral Reaſons why 7 
ſhould be thus fearfully viſited. The 9: — 
of their Crime rendered a divine Interpoſi- 
tion, in ſome Meaſure, neceſſary. They, in 
Effect, did preſume to call the Almighty him- 
ſelf to account for his Actions, by murmuring 
againſt Moſes and Aaron: For this Affair hap- 
pening but about two Years after the Chil- 
dren of TI/rae! came out of Egypt, theſe very 
Men muſt have been Eye Witneſſes to many 
wonderful Works, which were wrought by 
the Hand of Moſes; e. g. the Plagues inflicted 

B 2 


* 


e 


upon the E Peyptians the dividing of the Ses 


for their Pa 
very of the Law upon Mount Sal; which 
Things muſt have ſhewn them, what Autho- 
rity Moſes was veſted with, from whom de- 
rived, and the Improbability of his having aſ- 
ſumed to himſelf, the Office of a chief Ruler, 
or put his Brother Aaron into that of a Prieſt, 
without a divine Command ; and conſequent- 
ly their Murmurs were not ſo much againſt 


Men, as againſt the Appointments of G0. 


It was no ſmall Aggravation of their Guilt, 
that they were of the Tribe of Levi; which 


Tribe the Lord had choſen for the Serfits of 


the Tabernacle, to officiate before the Con- 
gregation for ever, — Moſes takes Notice of this 
in the eighth and following Verſes, and con- 
cludes with ſaying, — For which Cauſe thou and 
all thy Comply: are gathered together againſ 
the LoRD ; and what 1s Aaron that ye murmur 
againſt him?—When Men thus dared to af- 
front the divine Being, to reject his indiſputa- 
ble Appointments ; it was highly, if not ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, He ſhould in ſome remar- 
kable Manner, ſhew his Anger and Diſplea- 
ſure: If He had not, all his Commands and 
Ordipances would naturally be expoſed to be 


diſregarded and trampled upon.—Beſides, the 


Happineſs of the whole People depended up- 
on . Iſſue of this Affair, in ſome Degree: 
Theſe Men, and their Party, were of very con- 
fiderable Weight in the Congregation, and 
Men 


age; and eſpecially, the Deli 
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. n 
Men f Renown (Verſe 2.) It is therefore | 
highly probable; that if the Lord bad not in- 
terpoſed to decide the Matter, they would 
have influenced the greater Part, if not all 
the People to rebel, (for they were very apt 
to do it) and thereby deprive themſelves of 
the promiſed Land, nay, expoſe themſelves | 
to the Danger of being utterly deſtroyed in 
the Wilderneſs, For, as Moſes was appoint- 
ed to his Office by divine Authority, we can- 
not ſuppoſe that the Lord would have fulfilled 
his Promiſe, and brought them to the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Canaan, under the Guidance of 
Men wha had openly rebelled againſt him, 
and rejected his Authority. And further, 
it was neceſſary that upon the erecting of 
Gop's temporal Kingdom among the Jeu, 
ſome remarkable Judgments ſhould be inflic- 
ted upon Offenders, to prevent any Occaſion 
for the like, in Time to come : Such Severi- 
ty would teach Survivors, the Neceſſity of 
Submiſſion to divine Appointments; and of 
Obedience to divine Commands * Thus 
Nadab and Abihu periſhed for offering ſtrange 
Fire before the Lord +. And thus upon the 
erecting of Chriſt's Kingdom, Anamas and 
Sapphira were ſtruck dead for attempting to 
deceive the Holy Ghoſt . We cannot 
help admiring the prudent and upright Man- 
ner, in which Moſes behaved upon this Oc- 


* See Benſon's Hiſt. Chriſt. Vol. I. p. 105. 2d. Edit, 
T Levit. x. +2 Acts v. 


caſion. 
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line: e did not aſſume to; himſelf, the 

GEE 0 ining the Affair in Diſpute, 
1 3D gs it to * Lord. He did not at- 
pt to ſecure Ahern and his Brother, 

ej ixe Stations, by any low, crafty, 
raudulent Method ; > freely, deſired" the 

e judge of his Pretenſions, by, the 


e of this Affair.—In the 29th Verſe, he 
ws, If. theſe. Men die tbe comma Death of all 
Men, or, i they, be viſited after the Viſitation of 
Men; then ky Lord hath not ſent. me. 
| if. the. Lord. make a, new Thing, and the 
| Earth. „ her. Mouth, end. ſwallow them up, 
uch all that appertain to them, and they go 
dum quick unt the Pit; then. ye ſhall under- 
Hand, that. theſs Men baue provoked the Lord, 
The Judgment immediately overtook them; 
the Earth clave aſunder, and they, and all 
that belonged to them, were ſwallowed. up, 
When they who were near their, Tents ſaw 
this, they fled, faying, 4% the, Earth ſwallow 
140 2 alſo,.— That this was not the Effect of 

NAT. LOO A 18 evident from the Conſe· 


424. oS 


have N Moſes foretold this 


Event, and even pointed out the Men who 
would be affected by it, and calls it a new 
Ti bing, becauſe it was what never had been 
8 888 before. Such a Deſcription 19 

han 
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ſome * * Te Occatioh, 
the Hnſpiration rſon for 

it is In pofſble for any Mah, daten be 8 E 
ſpire, to foretel Nets, = To poi, 


quakes. The Catifes we 
know; but are incapable of diſcoy 

Time when thoſe Cue will produce Amel 
fatal Effects. That great Philoſopher, the 
comparable Newton, from ſeveral Experi- 
ments he made with combuſtible Subſtances, 
affigns as the Cauſe of Earthquakes, © The 
great Quantity of Sulphur with which the 
Earth aboynds, and the Warmth of its inte- 
rior Parts, diſcoverable by hot Springs and 
burning Mountains.—From whence we learn, 
(fays he) that Sulphureous Steams abound in 
the Bowels 'of the Earth, and ferment with 
Minerals, and ſornetimes take Fire with a ſud- 
den Exploſion; and if pent up in Subterrane- 
ous Caverns, burſt theſe * with a great 
Shaking of the Earth, as in ſpringing of a 
Mine”* Thoſe Countries which moſt abound 
with Sulphur, are moſtly incommoded by 
Earthquakes. Where there are Mines of this, 
Exhalations aſcend, which meeting with Sib- 
terraneous Caverns, ſtick to their Sides, where 
they mix with the Nitre which comes out of 
the Earth, and make a kind of Cruſt which 


* Newtor's Opticks, Book iii. Qu. 31. Water, Winds, 
Ec. are alſo frequently the Cauſes of Earthquakes. 


will 


. 

WP Al eaſily take Fire: This, it frequently doth, 
W a Kind of natural Gunpowder which 
Arad e of Fire, goes off with | 
ſudden or violent Exploſion, 7 1 
im the Bowels of the Earth, and lifting, up 
the Ground above it, ſo gas, ſometimes, to 
make miſerable Havock and Devaſtation, till 
hs pets a Vent.— Burning Mountains, ſuch as 

Velu Tuius in Ttaly, and Aitna in Sicily, are like 
o many  Funnels or Chimnies, by which theſe 
: ar, Fires are diſcharged.— When 
2 . a Communication with theſe, they 

rea ily get out, from Time to Ti ime, without 

haking the Earth ; but where. this Commu- 
nication is wanting, ſo that the Fire cannot 
come at theſe Vents; it either removes all 
Obſtacles in its Way to them, or forces the 
Ground to open, and diſcharges itſelf by a 
new Vent. They are ſometimes felt at con- 
ſiderable Diſtances, and ſhake a Tract of 
Ground, with more or leſs Violence in dif- 
ferent Places, according as they are near to, 
or remote from the Fire; and are always ac- 
companied with a dull Noiſe, like that of a 
heayy Carriage rolling with great Rapidity “. 
——Earthquakes are often felt without any 
Eruption appearing, as it happened à few 
Vears ago, in many Parts of this Kingdom, 
eſpecially in London; but, ſometimes are at- 
tended with dreadful Effects. In the Year 
16935 * four Cities and Towns, with a 


S See Chambers's Dictonary. 2 
bay 5 very 


1 ' 


$. 


4 er? 


o 
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Wag not,” pethaps, ſo fatal as the two former 


. 


2 
9 ] 
deſtroyed, or greatly dimagell'by an Farth- 
quake in Siciiy. In the Year 1746, the 
ity of Lima, wich the Port of Callao, in 


. large Nunther of Villages,” were eicher 


Folih America, were almoſt deſtroyed by an 


N 
14 


Fatthquake. Tho' the late Shock at Liſbon 


were Pet it ſeerned to be more general, 


and” the Accbunts already received, are 


| 


very alfecting and dreadful. © On the firſt of 


4 


"November, between nine and ten in the Morn- 


: 


ing, was felt the firſt Shock; when ſome 


4525 in Bed, and others engaged in their dif- 


rent Buſineſs, When none N ori ſo 
* 


tremendous a Viſitation, ſuddenly the Ground 
under, them was violently agitated, and by its 
conyullive Motion ſeemed to declare, that 
the Diſſolution of all Things was near 
This was ſucceeded by others, which deſtroy d 
that large and populous City, and in which 
ſeveral Thouſands of Lives were loſt —— 
Who is able to deſcribe the Conſternation and 


Horror of thoſe unhappy People, on that 


diſtreſsful Day ?!— Within their Houſes they 
durſt not ſtay; and if they betook themſelves 


to the Streets, they were expoſed to be buried 


under the Ruins of the ſurrounding Buildings. 
As the Streets were narrow, and the Houles 
an each Side were tumbling down, many who 
LE; „ | | 

run cut of .their Houſes for Safety, were 
cruſhed to Death, ——In the moſt ſpacious 
Parts of the City, they could not think them- 

S ſelves 


| EF 10 AY 
ſelves ſecure ; for, ſo violent was the Tremor 
of the Farth, Nur J 0 every, Mo- 
ment to "open, Ind" la low. them 
Endeavour to form. in Your N inds an Are of 
their Wed Si ituation. —T e {oli Ground. 
under them v h *convull d. Rs: owing. 
the ſtrongeſt” Edifices, the ruined... 0 
all in Flames ; che Air Abe With Clouds 
of Duſt and 871 e; their Ea WT 2515 
tlie #0 Hah ed "Sound f the Earth's. 
groaning, : Houſes ns t Flames 
cratkliny; bid elpeclalh, with the piereing 
Cries and Shrieks of Men, Women, 508, 
Children, cruſhed: or burned. to death. 
one anxious for their own, Safety Tacepable of. 
relieving athers, however defirous of it; their 
neareſt Relations, their Huſbands, Wives, 
and CMildren efiſbing before their Eyes; and 
theinſelves, tho" ſo fortunate as to eſcape, 
Death in he Pie. every Moment expecting 
to meet it in another. In 4 Wo Which 
way ſoever they kane themſelves, Ruin and, 
8 threatened them. This is but a 
faint "Deſcription of their Calamity ; 
72 this is ſufficient to give us ſome Idea of 
their Diftreſs. 'Oh! who ij is able to conceive, 
much more to expreſs, the Emotions they 
felt both on 'Actbunt bf the Diſtreſſes andmi- 
ſcrable Deaths of their deareſt Friends, and of 
their ownDanger !—ButT muſt deſiſt.—I only 
add, that this Sligck, and 1 Tg ones 


er Which 
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which vie "Te at "Liſbon, yer 4100 a 1 
ta 


= in, France, Germany, Soitzerlang 
ngland, Scotland, Fae. ſeveral. Parts 


America, and el pecially In, Aﬀtrica,. Where it 
_ overthrew two or three Cities in the Empire 
of Morocto, and probably ind many other 
x ref Which as yet. we hae no; Accounts, 
So univerſal à Shock, I think, was never 
heard of What ratitude, what Praiſe, do 
Me owe our Almighty. Deliveror, who. — 
preſerved. us from the dreadful Conſeq; 
of it, which others have ſa ſeverely. felt! 
"How weakly, nay fooliſhly. do they talk, 
who, in aſcribing theſe Effects, wholly, to 
natural Cauſes, thereby, in a Manner, den 
a ſuperior Agency? Earthquakes are Ro 
oned by natural Cauſes.— What then? Does 
not Nature herſelf, and all her Operations, | 
depend upon the Creator ? And tho' 1-4 
Things may not flow from any immediate 
Interpoſition of the ſupreme Being 3—yet,. 
as He is the Former of all Things, are they 
not under his Direction? Did the Creator, in 
giving Laws to Nature, exclude his own A- 
gency ?——So far from it, that the, Whole 
Frame thereof is upheld by him; and all thoſe 
Appearances, which we call the Effects of 
natural Cauſes, flow from the divine Energy, * 
in preſerving the original Laws, of his Crea 
tion. There is nothing that ha pens in 
the Whole Univerſe, but what He either 
commands, or permits: He can, if he thinks 
C 2 n proper, 


ol 
” a 
proper, prevent the Effects of natural Cauſes 
from taking Place; or permit them in ſuch a 
Manner, as to be attended with no fatal 
Thus we hear of many who are deſtroyed 


by Earthquakes and Hurricanes in other 


Countries, (which, by the way, is an Argu- 
ment for the Truth of Chriſtianity *.) Why 
are Ve preſerved? Whence do e derive out 
Security ? From our Situation? That by no 
Means excludes Great Britain from the like 
Calamity with Liſbon, as Experience abun- 
dantly teſtifies —'The Shock which deſtroyed 
Them, was felt by Us; but-in ſuch a gentle 
Manner, as if intended only to warn us from 
our evil Courſes, %% we likewiſe periſh.— 
This Kingdom hath in former Days ſuffered 
by Earthquakes, as Hiſtory informs us.—— 
It is reported, that even ſo late as the laſt 
Spring, a Mountain in the neighbouring 
County of York, was ſplit into many hundred 
Pieces; ſome of which were thrown to the 
Diſtance of four or five hundred Yards. 
The Ground about it continued to flake, and 
the Rocks to cleave, for ſeveral Days, attended 
with a loud Noiſe like rolling Thunder. If 
this Account is really true, it muſt have been 
the Effect of ſonie eruptive Vapor, which 
got a Vent there. What terrible Havock would 
3t have made, bad the Diſcharge been in, er 
near, any of our large and populous Towns !— 
* Luke xxi. II. Math, xxiv. 7. 7" 
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But, whether this Account is to, be credited 
or not, we have ſufficient Teſtimonies, Frag 


Hiſtory to convince, us, that we, are not, by: 


our Situation, exempted from the moſt dread- . 
ful Conſequences of Earthquakes ——There 
are Vulcanos or burning Mountains, in Ice- 
land, North of us, as well as in Taly, Sicily, . 
and other Places, South of us; . whence we 
may juſtly conclude, that ſulphureous Steains, 
and fiery Damps, pervade the whole Globe; 
and that all Countries, are, more or leſs, ex- 
poſed to their calamitous Effects. When tbe 
e of Gop are in the Earth, the In- 
abitants of the World ſhould learn Righteouſ- 
meſs *; when be ariſeth to ſhake terribly the 
Earth + ; when he looketh upon it, and it trem- 
bleth ; when he toucheth tbe Hills, and they 
ſmoke ; ſhall Men not fear his Power; and 
will they not dread his Diſpleaſure Oh! 
Britons, attend to the Warnings given you ; 
amend, left the Earth fwal'ow us up alſo—— 
The fatal Conſequences which attended the 
late Earthquake at Liſbon, as well as the cri- 
tical Situation of our publick Affairs, in regard 
to Peace or War, have induced the; Govern- 
ment to appoint this Day, as a Publick Faſt 
a Day of Humiliation and Prayer; that the 
Inhabitants of Great Britain and Ireland might 
proſtrate themſelves, as it were, together be- 
fore Gop, to deprecate his Judgments, which 


* Iſaiah xxvi.. 9. f ü. 19. f Pſaln. civ. 32. 
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implore is Pre 
Fl = ak ' Armies and to, intreat him to 


ueceſs every Meaſure which may 
de e 5 1 to. {ccyre:unto us, Our Pre 
perties, 'and Hur Läberties, both religious and 
ciel. —Beſore 1 deſcend to * In- 
ſtatices of our-wational Wicked neſeg permit 
me, briefly y, to ty. Before you the Natutt of 


a Religious alt“ This, in ſome. Meaſure; 


may be neceflary; in order, to prevent your 
falling into Superflition, on the one Hand, or 
into Neglect, on the other.—As the keeping 
of Religious Faſts was in Practice among the 
Fes, before our Saviour's Time; He no 
where epjoins it as a new Duty on his Diſci- 
ples. He only ſpeaks of it as already in uſe, 
and as what would obtain among his Fol- 
.  Jowers. In Math. vi. 16. and the following 
Verſes, he ſpeaks to the Manner of it; namely, 
that it ought to be ſecret; not attended with 


extraordinary Marks of Mortification and Ho- 


lineſs. What our Saviour here ſays, can only 


refer to * Faſts; for as to Publick, ſuch 


as this Day is appointed, they cannot be hid 
from Men; and, was it poſſible, it would not 


be proper ; becauſe that at ſuch a Time as 
this, outward Tokens of inward Humiliation, 
may tend to Promote a devout Frame af Alind - 


in others. 


tamerit particu arly enjoined; yet, what our 
| Saviour 
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ugleſs we ppoſe that | 

a Matter. of meer ence Nis s ave A 
rections about what. is ene exp 
neceſſary. This, I believe, none Will be re; 
to affert. Seetal Occurences in be 


may render a Paſt” fir de B's ; for, fin Mi exlons, . 
Families, or particular MOI e . 


for. the fame Reaſons, Publi S May be, 
proper alſo, in Times of Publick Calamities,., 
of every Kind, —A Faſt, ſtrictly ſpeaking,.. 
means . a total Abſtinence from ood; 3 but 
that, indeed, is one of the leaſt important 
Parts of a Religious Faſt, and not ahſolutely. 
eſſential to it. "Abſtinence from Meat, 2 
Drink, hath, in itſelf, nothing virtuous; .. 
nothing that is valuable in the Sight of Gp, 
who regards principally the Diſpoſition of che | 
Mind: It is, as it were, only accidental to 
ſuch a Day as this; but as it may 0 = ſome. 
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fled by? Paſſion, nor eee Y any Un 

eaſy Senſations or Reflections. hatcher, A 

therefore, tends to make the Body uncalys..,; 

ſceitg that will neceſſarily affect the ſh, 

ſhould be avoided at ſuch Times as 

Food of every RR bath ſore e to 
iſorder 
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tations, an and /1 make M len lull. and ynadtiye, 
heayy and Tn” As theſe Lenlatſons Will 
damp the Fervency of the Mind, it is highly 


98 that Men abſtain from the, Cauſes of 


- Abſtinence from F ood, on a Days of 5 2 5 
lation and Prayer, may alſo. be; expedient, 
ay, it may, in ſome Meaſure, impreſs upon 
our Minds, a Senſe of our Unworthineſs of 
even the common Mercies of Life ; and this 
certainly forwards inward Conttition, and pro- 
motes à real Humiliation of Soul. This Du- 
ty, as to the Degree of Abſtinence, is not 
equally binding upon all; becauſe Conſtitu- 
tions are very different. Some Men can bear 
a total Abſtinence, others cannot; ſome, for 
ſeveral Hours; others, for very few. In 
this Caſe, no Man is required to injure his 
Health, or ſubje& himſelf to very uneaß 
Senfations of Hunger or Thirſt ——Thss is 
ani Extreme which ſhould be avoided, be- 
cauſe this, as well as Plenitude, will damp 
the Ardor and Fervency of the Mind. 
Every Man muſt judge for himſelf, how 
much his Conſtitution will bear; and not ſu- 
perſtitiouſly attempt to do, more than he 1s 
able, conveniently to do. The divine Be- 
ing is not pleaſed with the Uncaſineſs of his 
W or delighted with their „ 


17 
He" requires only a proper Humiliaton of 
Soul. Men Ne” muſt know, What 
Degree of Abſtinence, whether total or or par- 
tial, is beſt ſuited to their Conſtitutions, and 
moſt likely to be productive of ſuch an in- 
ward acceptable Frame of Mind. As to bo- 
dily Pleaſures, Recreations and Diverſions; 
theſe will be apt to lead Men's Attentions from 
what they ſhould be engaged in at ſuch a 
Time, 150 therefore are abſolutely imptoper. 
n a Word, we faſt acceptably in the 
Sight of Gop, when we truely humble our- 
rok before him, under the livelieſt Senſe of 
aſt Guilt, and the Demerits of it im- 
fed. upon our Minds; and firmly reſolve, 
Fro the Grace of Go, never willingly to 
offend in the like Manner for the future. That 
Abſtinence' from Food, whether altogether, 
or in Part, which beſt promotes ſuch a Dif- 
poſition, is what we ſhould obſerve :* This 
will recommend us to the Favour and Pro- 
tection of Gop; and will render him propi- 
tious to our Prayers. This is the Language, 
both of Reaſon and Revelation, about this 
Matter; and by this, we ſhould examine, 294 * 
determine, whether we perform this Duty, 
properly or improperly. | 
But, to return from this Digreſſion; which 
] was led to, by attending to the Miſtakes 
which Men are apt to form, about every out- 
ward Circumſtance of Religion: I would now 
point out to you, ſome Inſtances of our nati- 
D onal 


onal. Wickedneſs, which are notorious, and 
loudly call for a ſpeedy Reformation. The 
wiſe Man ſays, that Reghteouſneſs exalteth a 
Nation; but chat Sin is 4 Reproach to any Peo- 
Pe . When we attend to the general and 
prevailing Wickedneſs of the preſent Age; 
the Scepticiſm and Infidelity which are become 
ſo faſhionable ;" the diſſolute Lives of the Pro- 
feſſors of the Goſpel; in a word, the Pro- 
faneneſs, Intemperance, and Senſuality, of 
the high and low among us; when we attend 
to theſe; I ſay, may we not affirm juſtly, that 
Sin is our Reproach +.—Charity would make 
us hope that the World is not gute ſo bad, 
as fome Men chuſe to repreſent it; tho the 
Immorality of Men's Lives proves, that it is 
very bad. To magnify the Wickedneſs of 

Mankind, certainly, can be attended with no 
good Conſequences; rather the reverſe: For, 
upon this Suppofition, to what Cauſe can the 
great Prevalence of Vice be attributed, but 
to a ſtrong, and even irreſiſtible, natural Prone- 
neſs to Evil; and Averſion to all that is good: 
As they, who hold the great Superiority of 
Vice over Virtue in che World, have, in Effect, 
confeſſed: And, when Men are once brought 
to entertain ſuch an Opinion of themſelves; 
that they are ſo exceedingly prone to all that 
is evil, and ayerſe to all that is good; That 
will be deemed by them a ſufficient Excuſe 


* Pr ov, xiv. 34. + Sec Fortin's 3d Diſſertation. 
for 
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for, even, the gtoſſeſt Immoralities. Perhaps, 
ſuch Doctrines have promoted the Wickedneſs 
of Mankind; however, they evidently ſeem,” 
and are generally thought, to have ſuch 4 
Tendency.— But, tho Charity would make 
us hope, that Mankind are not ſo bad as re- 
preſented by ſome” Writers; yet, from daily 
Obſervation we learn, that they are very far 
from being ſo good as they ought to be. 
The Fraud and Injuſtice, the Violence and 
SOpproſſion, the Intemperance, Luxury and 
Debauchery; the Neglect, nay, Contempt of 
Gov and Religion, which ſo univerſally pre- 
vail, are fad Proofs of the Degeneracy of the 
Age. ODeſerving of our Attention at this 
Fime, are the Prophet Hoſea's Words, when 
deſcribing the Degeneracy of the Vraelites.— 
Hear the Mord of the Lord, ye Children of Iſrael; 
for the Lord bath a Controverſy with the Inbubi- 
tants of the Land, becauſe there is no Truth, nor 
Mercy, nor Knowledge of Gop in the Land: By 
Swearing and Lying, and Milli * and Stealing, 
and committing Adultery, they break out, and 
Blood teucheth Blood; therefore ſhall the Land 
moutn, and every one that dwelleth therein ſball 
languiſh*, * How well this Charge, as to the 
general Deſign of it, may be brought againſt 
the Inhabitants of this Kingdom, I leave others 
to judge: Certain'I am, that in each of the 
Inſtances here.mentioned, we are ſhamefully 


* 


fta iv. 1, 2, 3. 
2 8 guilty, 
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9 and therefore have great Reaſon to 
bea 


Ir6ad the Conſequences.—Undeniabie Proofs 
of the Severity, with which the Funiſhment 


: 


here threatened, was inflicted upon them, re- 


main to this Day. For the once fruitful Land 
of Canaan, is now the worſt, the moſt bar - 


en deſolate, of all the inhabited Coun- 
tries o A, *. Should not this make Us 


apprehenſive, alſo, of a Puniſhment propor- 
mages to our Crimes, if . WE repent not? 

The. ſupreme, Being is immutable. in his 
Nature; as jealous. of his Honour as ever be 
Was; all Wickedneſs being ill the Object 
of his Abhorrence; and though he hitherto for- 
bears, yet, he aſſuredly will, avenge himſelf 
on N, if we perſiſt in our Provocations. 


* 
— 


If Gop hath turned a fruitful Land into Bar- 
renneſe, for the Wi D of them that dwelt 


therein ; may, we. not fear that cur national 


Impieties will expoſe our Country to the like? 


But to be more particular. There are three 
Inſtances of prevailing Wickedneſs, which, 


at ſuch a Time as this, eſpecially, call for a 


ſpeedy Cure. The firſt is, profane Curſing 
and Swearing; taking Gop's Holy Name in 
van. This abominable Practice is ſo com- 


mon, that we can hardly croſs a Street, but 
we hear it; we can hardly be in a mixed 
Company, but the Converſation is interlarded 


with Oaths.—Our Ears are daily ſaluted with 


* /:ltaire's Hiſt, of the Cruſades. + Pſalm &vii. 34. 
* horrid 


a — 1 Tr] r TY MK ag dd + © © , it mg KK: © © © tas . 


— © 


& A, i=, © ; If rw 


15 21 1 . 
heatid Imprecations 1 Upon every; the. mbſt 
triſſing / Occaſion; the tremendous” Name of 
the Almighty is invoked ; —Nay,' Men fre- 
quently utter horrid Blaſphemy, in 4 ſceming- 
lyi-jocoſe: Manner; wantonly call for Dam- 
nation on one another; yea, on themſelves.— 
T9i1fpeak irreverently of the Deity, much 
more to Blaſpheme his ſacred Name, is a Prac- 
tice ſo ſtWcek ing, that it would be an Affront to 
Reaſon, ſays the late Mr. Addiſon *, to en- 
deabour to ſet forth the Horror and Profane- 
veſs of it. The very Mention of it, ſays he, 
expoſes it ſufficiently to thoſe in whom the 
Light of Nature, not to ſay Religion, is not 
utterly extinguiſhed.“ It is a Sin the more 
inexcuſable, becauſe, in Nature, there is no 
Temptation to it; but, it ariſes wholly from 
evil Cuſtom and Habit. It is an amazing 
Thing that they who denominate themſelves 
Chriſtians, can be guilty in this Kind: That 
they dare call for Damnation on themſelves, 
or others, when the Goſpel, which they pro- 
feſs, is ſo full and clear in explaining the tre- 
mendous Nature of that Term You, 
who are addicted to this abominable Practice; 
conſider how provoking in the Sight of Gov 
ſuch a Profanation of his Holy Name muſt be 
And how juſtly, when you imprecate your- 
ſelves or others, he may cauſe the Earth to 
open, and ſwallow you up a Ifo nn Go- 


* Helene, No. 531. 


vernment 


1221 
vernment bas taken Cbgnizance of this: hor- 
rid Impiety, and has laid a Penalty on thoſe 
who are guilty of it: But thro! the Remiſſ. 
nels of thoſe who are impowered to infliqt 
It were to he wiſhed that ſome more effectual 
Method might be found, to put an End to it 
entirely; if that cannot be done, ſurely, a 
Wey might be found to leſſen it. The pro- 
per Execution of the Laws already in Being, 
would conſiderably diminiſh it. If Ma- 
giſtrates would encourage (and not diſcuurage, 
as, it is to be feared, they frequently have) 
proper Meaſures; we might ſoon hope to ſee 
a Reformation in this Inſtance. I earneſtly 
wiſh they would hereafter beſtir themſelves 
in the Extitpation of ſo impious a Practice, ſo 


diſhonourable to Gon, and ſo unworthy of 


Man. Their own Safety, as well as the Pub- 
lick, demands it; for ſuch Vices, if not cured, 
will doubtleſs bring upon us ſome heavy Mark 
of the divine Diſpleaſure ;——2pecrbaps the 
Earth may ſwallow us up alſo ! —» But further, 
the Profanation of the LoxD's Day, and the 
Neglect of his Worthip, are of the reigning 
Vices of the preſent Age. The ſupreme Be- 
ing hath reſerved for religious Exerciſes parti- 
cularly. only one ſeventh Part of our Time; 
but it is hetorious, that Men not only forget 
Gap, - and-negle&t his Worſhip, all the Week, 
but profane even the Sabbath; by devoting it 
to Employments unworthy of it, not to ſay 
* deſtructive 


— 


andere of the Deſign 
tation;—Secular Buſineſs, 


to fear who uſually proſtitute it to the moſt 
ſenſual Gratifications; to Employments dia- 
metrically oppoſite to the Defign of a religious 
Sabbath . — This, I am afraid, is a growing 
Evil, and if a Remedy is not applied to put à 
Stop to it foon, it may at laſt baniſh Religion 
and Virtue out of the Land. — I am fully per? 
ſuaded that moſt, if not all the reigning Vices 
of the preſent Age, ate, in ſome Meaſure, 
owing to a general Neglect of religious Wor- 
ſhip.—Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould be par- 
ticularly careful, leſt their Negligence ſhould 
help to promote the Spread of this Evil. And 
if the Authority with which the civil Magiſtrate 
is already inveſted is not ſufficient, may it not be 
proper to increaſe it? Surely, ſomething ought 
to be done to prevent the Nation's falling into 
yniverſal Irreligion and Licentioufneſs/(which, 
indeed, is too much the Caſe already) and 
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thereby expoſe it to the righteous Judgment 
of an opened Go. | 

I add another Inſtance of 2 national Vice, 
W is Intemperance.— Our modetn Re- 
finements- in Luxury ard often attended with 
ſuch Scenes of Barbarity, as really are ſhock-' 
ing to human Nature; hardly ſufferable in a 
civilized: Nation, eſpecially, among thoſe who 
profeſs the merciful and compaffionate Spirit 
of the Goſpel.——But to paſs over theſe to 
the — Vice of Drunkentefsk A A Vice, 
im itſelf, ſo odious, that it is amazing how 
reaſonable Creatures can be addicted to it.— 
A drunken Man (ſays an admired Writer) 
ce is a greater Monſter than any that is to be 
“found among all the Creatures that Gop 
% has made; there is no Character which 
F appears. more deſpicable and deformed, in 
„* the Eyes of all reaſonable Perſons, than 
* that of a Drunkard.” * This Vice is the 
greateſt Reproach to the human Nature. For, 
is it not the Reproach of a Man to be delighted 
with a Gratification, which finks him down 
to a level with the Brute: To take Pleaſure 
in thoſe very Things, which render uſeleſs 
to him, for ſome Time at leaſt, if not for 
ever weaken and! impair, thoſe Powers wherein 
alone the Excellency of his Nature confiſts?— 
This is a Vice which is hurtful to Men every 
| TIES eee the Wen de- 
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ORs. Health, and waſting their Tin ime and 
| ubſtance. - Self-Enjoyment, one might 
6, ould prevent Men's being guilty 
Ny Feen —FY but we ſee not only this Motive 
tt e e ers alſo of infinitely ſupe- 
rior Weight! 705 who call them- 
ſelves Chriftians, 25 1 feſs their” Relief in 
the Goſpel, which ſotbidts it under the Penalty 
of forfeitin ng everlaſting Glory, frequently 
uilty or it! Chriſtians, ſhall theſe be called? 
No hey forfeit all Rig ht to that honourable 
Name ; 4. RL the Goſpel, 1 given to aſſiſt Rea- 
ſon; but theſe Men ſeem to ſtrive to eradicate 
the very firſt Principles of Reaſon, and there- 
fore ſhbuld by no Means be called Chriftions. 
—— But I muſt draw to a Concluſion, 
Upon a Review of theſe Enormities, which 
you yourſelves know prevail among all Ranks 
and Degrees of Men in the Kingdom ; doth 
it not appear, even, aftoniſhing that the Earth 
has not ſwallowed us up alſo !——How long 
ſhall the moſt glaring Impieties be thus tole- 
rated among us ?—How long ſhall the Lives 
of Chriſtians, be a ſcandal to that honourable 
Name ?—How. long ſhall we tire the divine 
Patience with our aggravated Wickedneſs ?— 
The preſent Time, and the Circumſtances of 
our Publick Affairs, ſeem, particularly, to 
point out the Neceſſity of an immediate nati- 
onal Reformation. We ſeem to be at the 
Eve of a War, which we are forced to enter 
into, by the Encroachments of an ambitious 
_ and 
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and perfidious, neighbouting Nation, hom 

no Laws, Divine or Human, nor Treaties 
ever ſo ſolemn, ean bind: And as the moſt 


Abundant nd on cr A unto us 


Succeſs and Victory; which are of G op; 
ſhould we not endeavour to recommend our 
Country, and Ourſelves, to his Protection, 
by turning away, every One from his Iniqui- 
ty ?——This is an infallible Method to render 
abortive, all the Deſigus of our Enemies a- 
gainſt us. That tremendous Calamity which 
Fately hath befallen the Kingdom of Portugal, 
eſpecially the Capital of it, the populous City 
of Liſbon ſhould rouſe us from our Lethar- 
gy, to provide for our ſafety by Repentance 
and Amendment, 4% we likewiſe periſh ! As 
we had great Connexions, in the, Way of 
Trade, with that Kingdom, our Merchants 
have ſuffered greatly by that Calamity ; and 
many of our Countrymen who dwelt upon 
the Spot, are by it reduced, from Affluence, 
to Want and Indigence.—-Deth not this Cir- 
cumſtance ſeem to have a peculiar Claim to our 
Attention ? The Wealth of Individuals is, 
by this awful Providence, greatly diminiſhed ; 
and as all Societies conſiſt of Individuals, the 
Publick Wealth muſt, in ſome Degree, be 
affected. — May we not therefore look upon 
the Part We bear in their Diſtreſs, as an 
Earneſt of ſome future greater Calamity, if 
We take no Warning? We are now affected 
in our Subſtance; let us reform, leſt a Nn 

Evi 


„ 

Evil: beſall Us l—May high and low: among 
us become truly penitent for our paſt Iniqui- 
ties, and hereafter, thro' the Grace of Gop, 
ſtrive. to adotn the Profeſſion We make of 
the Goſpel of the Holy Tobey. Thus ſhall 
We recommend our Country, Ourſelves, and 
all our Concerns, Publick and Private, to the 
Divine Favour and Protection; and derive 
thence either a Deliverance from, or ſupport 
under all the Diſtreſſes of this Life — 10 
conclude, let us no longer provoke the Dei 
with our aggravated Impieties, leſt he be 
weary with Forbearing, and one tbe Earth 
to ſwallow us up a hl 
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